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III. Remarks 

Claims 1-26 stand rejected. Claims 1, 10, 19, and 25 are being amended, 
and claims 23, 24, and 26 are being cancelled. Accordingly, after entering this 
amendment, claims 1-22 and 25 remain pending. 

Specifically, claims 1, 10, and 19, as amended, now recite a valve body 
with a first planar dimension through the center of the valve body and a second 
planar dimension through the center of the valve body that is less than the first 
planar dimension when the valve body is unstressed before being mounted in a 
passage of a housing. The first planar dimension is perpendicular to a slit that 
opens in a planar face of the valve body. When mounted in the passage, the 
valve body has a generally circular shape. Claims 1 and 10 further require a first 
slit and a second slit and open in a respective planar face, and claim 19 requires 
an internal ring positioned within the valve body between the a planar face and 
the intersection between an opening extending internally from the planar face 
and the slit plane that extends internally from an opposing planar face. 

Additionally, paragraph [0001] is being amended to update the status of 
the grandparent application, and paragraphs [0015], [0019], [0027], [0032], 
[0045], [0051], [0057], [0061], and [0068] of the Specification are being amended 
for clarity. No new matter is being added. 

Figure 2 is being amended to identify the bracketed components by the 
reference numeral 1 0. 

Reconsideration and re-examination of this application in view of the 
above amendments and the following remarks is herein respectfully requested. 




BRINKS H0FER GILSON & UONE 
PO Box 10395 
Chicago, IL 60S 11-5599 



14 



PAGE 15/16' RCVD AT 5/1 8/2006 10:56:42 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/21 * DNIS:2738300 1 CSID:7349946331 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-54 



05/17/2006 21:57 7349946331 



BHGL 



PAGE 16/16 



Appln. No. 1 0/737,313 Attorney Docket No. 8627^464 

Conclusion 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted 
that the present form of the claims (claims 1-22 and 25) are patentably 
distinguishable over the art of record and that this application is now in condition 
for allowance. Such action is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted by, 



Dated: May 18, 2006 




Xlohn M. Card 
' Reg. No.: 48,423 

Attorney for Applicant(s) 
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